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The Outline of The Philippines Field Work 2018 by SGH (revised edition)

‘SGH Overseas Study--—-The Philippines Field Work’ is a program which provides an opportunity to
encourage the further research of the students who have worked on their assignments and have applied for
the SGH section of ISS Challenge.’ This program contains visiting a local secondary school and enables
students to see the life of the local people with their own eyes and learn their way of thinking practically. It
also gives them an opportunity to exchange mutual research with students in the Philippines and leads
them to acquire the developed and globally-acceptable study.

»  DATE: March 12(MON) to March 16(FRI) 5days 4 nights

»  PLACE: Republic of the Philippines, Luzon Island

> DESTINATION: Virlanie (a local orphanage)
JICA Philippine Office
Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat (a local secondary school)
Salt Payatas Foundation Philippines, Inc

»  Number of teachers in charge: 3

» Names of 12 participants:

G |CLASS |NO. NAME G |CLASS [NO. NAME
1 4 2| 25|NOJIMA Mai 71 5 2 32| FUJIMOTO Shun
_2 3| 18/ NAKAMURA Tomomi 8 2 33| YOTSUZUKA Marina
3 5 1] 20| SEKIMOTO Ranran 9 4 15| ZAYASU Reika
_4 1] 24| NAMBA Miho 10 4 18| TANIGUCHI Haruka
_5 1] 35/ MATSUI Namiho 11 4 31[HIRATA Yuina
—6 2| 19|MICHAEL Luke 12 4 32| YAMANAKA Mana

» Itinerary

Date Destination Time Transportation
Departing Haneda Int. Airport 9:35
Arrival@Manila  (Ninoy Aquino Int. | 13:35 NH869
Mar 12(MON)
Airport)
Inspection of Old Smoky Mountain 15:00 chartered cars
8:00(departing hotel)
Mar13(TUE) Virlanie 9:00(arrival) chartered cars
11:00(departure)




Lunch
JICA Philippine Office 13:30(arrival) chartered cars
15:30(departure)
San Agustin Church 16:30(arrival)
17:30(departure)
18:00(arriving hotel)
7:00(departing hotel)
Mar14(WED) Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat 930 arrivad)
(local secondary school) chartered cars
16:30(departure)
19:00(arriving hotel)
7:00(departing hotel)
Mar15(THU) Salt Payatas Foundation Philippines, | 9:00(arrival) chartered cars
Inc 14:30(departing)
18:00(arrival@hotel)
Manila American Cemetery and Memorial | 9:00(departing hotel) chartered cars
Mar16(FRD) Ninoy Aquino Int.Airport 14:45(departure)
NHS870
Haneda Int.Airport 19:55 (arrival)
»  Details of the study
@  Virlanie
Inspection of the local orphanage and see how they support orphans/ Interaction with staffs & children
@  Facility supported by JICA
Lectures that match students’ interests and the theme of their research
Questions & answers about the situation of the facility
@  Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat
Presentation about Japanese Culture/ Discussion based on students’ research
@  Salt Payatas Foundation Philippines, Inc
Participation in the study tour including local houses, a library for children, and LIKHA
(a project for women’s empowerment) Questions & answers.
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12018/03/12 DAY

Grade 4 Mai Nogjima
1. HBRITE-T22 8, BRI L, B3R

On the way to the Smoky Mountain, we saw many street children and homeless people. Many of the children on
the street were not wearing shoes, and some were not even wearing shirts. They were collecting water bottle caps
from garbage bags and it was obviously unhygienic and dangerous. Therefore, it was shocking for me to see how
people seemed to think that was normal and were used to the sight.

Another shocking thing | found about the Philippines was that there were no toilet papers in the bathrooms. |
saw houses on the garbage mountain, buildings with broken windows and doors, and the difference between the
slum area and the central city. Seeing extreme poverty right in front of my eyes made me hesitate to buy at fast
fashion stores because those profits do not help the local people.

It was also interesting to see how friendly people were compared to Japan. Many people would wave hands to
us on the bus and on the streets.

2. ML U, TR L D730

The mall and the hotel in the central area were clean and were the kind of buildings that would be in Japan.
However, when you step out of those buildings, you see many people who do not even have least sufficient
supplies to live. When | was in Japan, | would not have thought of how blessed | was to be able to live the way | do.
However, after seeing the sight of people who cannot get enough food, clean water, or home right in front of my
eyes, | hesitated to waste resources and take everything for granted.

When we went to the mall, there were makeup artists who put make up on customers, but in Japan, many of
those estheticians are women. However, in the mall we went to, many of them were men.
Another thing that | noticed was that in the city, there were people that were obviously gay, but people were very
welcoming of that.

12018/03/12 DAY

Grade 5 Yuina Hirata
1. FIRITFR -T2 L, BT L, Hil/ef i
When we went through the main streets in Manila, the buildings looked new and fancy which means the
infrastructure was developed enough. On the other hand, in the slum areas, buildings and houses were old and
looked easy to corrupt. Also, the guide mentioned that children living in the slums are making money by collecting
plastic bottles and selling them. It was surprising because I've never imagined that even plastic bottles can worth
gold for those children.

2. MK U, BETEE 0272030

| found two facts for issues.

First one is about hygiene in the town. When we were driving through the slums, | found a lot of garbage was
around. It is not good for keeping the air clean if garbage is on the street because some of trashes will be rotten
and it can cause vermination. This issue is partly occurred by people who collect garbage to live. Because they



must sell the trashes, it is hard to take all the trashes away from the town, so this situation makes the issue more
complicated.

Second one is about food. | thought that this food
culture is related to our SGH research. In Manila, fast
food restaurant is popular. Of course, fast food is good to
buy because they are cheap but high calories. However,
the nutrition of those junk food is not good for the health.
Balanced meal is what people need so it is related to our
project. Our project was kind of stalemated, but this fast
food issue gave us a hint to step forward.

12018/03/13 DAY?|

Grade5 Marina Yotsuzuka
1 FIBITIR -T2 L BRI &, Bl A

It was the first time that | communicated with orphan children. | was surprised that they were friendlier than |
expected.my previous image was they were mentally poor children. However, it was wrong, and they were
actually very cheerful, friendly, and bright. | was surprised that they were very interested in Origami and used
Japanese pens. | regretted myself that | could not do Origami well. The organization cares about them very much
such as they try to find a good new family including single mother. | thought what | can do is to support them. It is
our responsibility.

The lunch was Chinese food. It was fun that we moved the table. It tasted well but different from Japanese
Chinese food.

In the afternoon, we went to JICA office. | was the person who searched about JICA, but | thought my research
was not enough. | learned a lot. It was a good time to learn about ODA, the relationships between Japan and other
countries, and what Japan does for them.

Lastly, we went to the castle. It was very interesting. What | was interested most was the pictures of the last
supper. | did not know there are many painters. | thought it was a very beautiful place and it was a miracle that only
the church survived from WWII, but also felt sorry about the fact that japan was a culprit of destroying it.

2 RFELIECT R, ANENIIE & DBEANY

What | found today was animals in the street were very thin. Dogs and cats are thin enough to see their bones. |
thought pets in Japan are very wealthy and people in the Philippines cannot afford to buy products or care for their
pets. (I am not sure if those animals are pet)

| felt the traffic conditon was worse than that of
yesterday. When we got off the bus to go to Virlanie, the
bus could not go further because the road was full of the
cars parking. Because the bus was stuck, a small traffic
congestion occurred. In addition, we had to hurry when
we got out of the bus every time.

Unfortunately, In the JICA office, | could not find
information which is related to our research. | expected
that they helped refugees in some way, but my
expectation was wrong. However, | learned about how Japanese government support developing countries or the
world. They are important information and related to the action, helping refugees. (countries where they live)




12018/03/13 DAY?|

Grade 5 Shun Fujimoto

1THBU IR -T2 &, BRI &, Bl 7380

At Virlanie we were overwhelmed by very active kids. Before the visit | had an image of orphan as neglected, or
abandoned kids not to be mentally stable and quiet due to their traumatic background. However, the kids at the
Virlanie weren't. | believe that was possible because of the great care of the program and the strong hearts of the
kids. Through the lecture of JICA | felt the importance of investing in developing countries like the Philippines.
There are many people who are needing help and those helps that we do will eventually come back to us, bringing
more development of Japan and peace between the two countries. At the church that we visited | was amazed
by the Spanish styled cathedral, but | was most struck by the fact that Japanese army destroyed some parts of the
door at the WWII. The Japanese army used the church as the base for the war and they ripped off the big door
that the church used have because they thought the door was distracting when moving the weapons and soldiers
in side.

2RTEE R UTo R, SRENTIE & D-D7273
At the JICA since many people were questioning so much | was not able to find a chance of asking about the
support for immigrants and refugees so | hope to ask those questions via email. | felt that as a Japanese we can
do more to recognize and support about the mass destruction _
which Japanese army did during World War 2. At the school in
Japan, we do not learn so much about the barbaric invasion of the
Japanese army. Compared to that | feel like that we learn a lot of
the damage that we got. | am not saying that learning about the
damage that we had during the WW!II is not important, but | am
starting to feel that we should find a way to balance it better. By
knowing the big damage caused by Japanese army, we would be
more respectful as a Japanese.

12018/03/14 DAY3

Grade 5 Miho Namba
1. FIBUTHE-T=2 b, B2k, Bii/eshi

At Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat, we were welcomed warmly by the Filipino students. Enormous
welcoming ceremony was held at the school gymnasium, and CSMA students performed songs (religious songs,
folksongs, pop songs, etc.) and dances (traditional dance such as bamboo dance and bench dance). As a
performer, | particularly liked the vice-principal’s explanation of how Filipino found their original dances. She
informed us that Filipino people turn everyday situations into a performance.

The restaurant where we took our lunch was a beautiful place. The trees which used to be all over the area were
cut down to serve as a crop field. | thought it was interesting how the view can be changed within one year. | felt in
my heart that the Philippines is changing rapidly.

Group discussion was also very memorable. Because | do not believe in any religion, or | never had the chance
to be educated about it, | was unsure how to crack the conversation open. However, the CSMA students helped
our discussion out by their intense background knowledge and previous research. Their ability to discuss a certain
topic was beyond my expectation.

They emphasized on one event: Christmas. They shared various characteristics of Filipino Christmas and
introduced some weird rituals only the Christian Filipino do to us. They also informed us how the pre-Christmas
days are more of a fiesta, while the actual Christmas day is quite reflective and toned down.



When | asked for their opinion on non-Christian Japanese celebrating Christmas, they admitted that they found
it a bit unusual but accepted and appreciated how the Japanese society found something attractive about the
holiday.

They also acknowledged conflict within the different sub-religions of Christianity. Their first response to my
question was “of course”, which surprised me. They were hurt to see how some religious sub-groups claimed
superior to the other. They strongly believed that religion should have a positive impact on the society and the
world. I loved how passionate they were about their religion, and how they consider Roman Catholics as their
identity.

As for the answer to our discussion question “how we should cope with other religious beliefs?”, they put up a
keyword of respect and acceptance. One boy from 12" grade told us a story of his uncle who believed in a
different religion from all members of the family. The uncle said to the boy, “truth is beyond religion”. The boy said
he learned how to respect and accept from this experience and told me, “faith will take you”.

2. MK UTR, BYENEE D703

CSMA students’ research presentation was sophisticated and professional, | learned a lot. | was able to be
reflective on my own research as well. The characteristics of research in CSMA were:1. They back their research
up by various data, such as statistical data and previous research papers, and :2 They give clear presentation by
structuring them like a research paper. Although they ran short of entertaining elements, they were all very
professional presentations. This use of structure was effective in informing the audience. | would consider
incorporating this cohesive structure to my future presentations, research papers, and assignments.

2018/03/14 DAY3

Grade 5 Ranran Sekimoto
1. AT -T2k, BRI L, Bilc/p3h

Today we went to Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat, and it was my second time visiting this school. So, |
decided to give a school representative speech and research presentation. Although it was my second time
visiting this school, | was again surprised by how they warmly welcomed us, and how the seniors gave us a very
high leveled research presentation as well as their deep preparation for the discussion.

For the research presentation, we have learned a lot. Especially, when Miho and | were practicing our research
on ethical consumerism, we realized that people who we are presenting might be one of the producers rather than
consumers. This is because the previous day at JICA, we have found that majorities of Filipino workers are the
farmers and people who works at the factory. We were always practicing presentation for teenagers who are in the
developed country, such as teenagers in Japan and the majority is the heavy consumer rather than producer.
Therefore, in our presentation, we thought the type of the target audience would differ, because we had a
stereotype that children in the Philippines are mostly going to be laborers. However, when | actually presented at
the school, we found out that many of the senior students we have interacted had dreams to be a pilot, a nurse,
engineer etc. which were something surprised to hear. We thought that the way we presented today, in which the
target audiences are in the consumer's perspective was necessary to give an effective way of doing the
presentation.

Reflecting our research presentation, comparing to the research presentation which Colegio students gave, | felt
our presentation had little or no numerical, statistical data to support our research. Which made the presentation
by the Filipino students looked more professional, persuasive and logical, whereas our research used more
pathos to convince the audience to incorporate ethical lifestyle.



Lastly, | was surprised by the quality of the discussion. We had a group of 8 people in total to discuss our topic

on “Can traditional culture and the development of the country coexist?”. They first of all prepared data of the
history of the Philippines, and about their traditional culture.
Although we had an hour to discuss about this topic, our conversation never stopped. A lot of interesting opinions
flew across the classroom. As a result, we have come to a conclusion that traditional culture will be able to coexist
with the development of the country, however, it might lose the original shape, because traditional culture need to
evolve and adapt to the new developed country at the same time. This means that technology must help preserve
the traditional culture to give a spice. Moreover, in Philippines’ case, we have found out that events such as
festivals will help preserve the culture besides the fact that the Philippines is rapidly developing. However, criticism
can be made when we evolve the traditional culture, so they will adapt to the new society, because it seems that
we might be disrespectful to the traditional culture. Just the outside/the name is preserved not the inside/the
essence/the original traditional culture. Moreover, we thought that westernization is also one of the biggest
problems that will weaken the value of traditional culture. However, westernization can also have a huge economic
benefit, therefore, | thought that we need to balance out how the country should accept westernization so that they
can maintain their country’s identities and develop at the same time.

2L U7, AL & D723 D

| think that we should invite the students of Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat students to our school. They
have a lot of potential trying to achieve their dream, and they are really passionate in learning. | thought that if we
further interact with the students in Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat students, we can stimulate our thoughts
and enhance our thoughts as well.

2018/03/15 DAY4

Grade 5 Namiho Matsui

LIRS Te 2 L, BRI & B2 FE R,

Today, we visited Salt Payatas. There, | experienced seeing where
the dump slide happened, going to the local home, and cross stitching
with the mothers of LIKHA. When | saw the dump slide, | was
surprised by how dirt packed the dumps together, and it was not just
pieces of trash piled upon each other. It made me realize that "dump
slide" is not just trash pieces collapsing, but almost like a landslide,
where the whole mountain of dirt, falls on people's houses. The most
unforgettable experience of today was visiting the houses of the local
people. It was very different from my living back in Japan. The mother
of 11 who lived in the house told us that just buying rice for the family
takes up much of their money they earn from scavenging. It impressed
me that within the little amount of money they get, they use it for
education fees. It made me think | must appreciate my own situation
and do what | can to help the people in need. Last but not least, cross
stitching was a memorable experience. It was very difficult, and | was
astonished by how fast the mothers could stitch the designs. The towel with my name stitch will be my treasure.

2R E R UT R, NEIIE & D-O72A3 )
Through my experience today, | thought the lack of connection between the government and the local people is
one of the problems. The government does not acknowledge well enough about the conditions in Payatas, so



there is not enough support. Same can be said about refugees, our SGH topic. The government must have
stronger connection with the affected people, and to make the government do so, we must spread the word so
everyone in the community have more interest in those issues. The staff of Salt Payatas also addressed that the
image and stereotypes are very common, and many people have the image of Payatas= dumpsite. They said that
they want to change that image, so it would be Payatas= cross-stitch, and they are working hard to make that
happen. There is a connection between this and our SGH, because | realized that people tend to have negative
images about refugees too, and our role as students researching on this topic for SGH, is to change the negatives
into positives.

12018/03/15 DAY4|

Grade 5 Reika Zayasu
LRI -T2 &, BRTT &, Bl /3
| was surprised that there are still scavengers in Payatas, but they are gradually transferring to other jobs and we
can say that their living condition is improving. We visited the house in Payatas, and | was also surprised that the
house we visited have 8 children and 21 grandchildren, and in that small house, there are 4 families are living in.
They also do not get any government support, so it is hard for them to live under this condition.It is important that
government to help the people living in the poor societies.

2 LR U7 R, WHERBIZ & 9 B0 5 7

| heard that there are some people using drugs in Payatas region especially young people, Also, there are
many people influenced by bad young people so that they all dropout from t school and they do not graduate .
Also, | thought that it is important for us to go and see the real conditions by our own, not only to have an image
without seeing any facts. Actually, | had the image that Payatas was the region which had many dumpsites, but
when we went into this area and knew more about Payatas, there were actually not only the place consisted of
dumpsites, but the people who lives there designed their life to be more comfortable and they are trying to change
their societies. This experience changed my image on Payatas, also poor societies.

The products made by the women empowerment project called “Likha” is expensive for the local people so that
it is hard for them to buy these products. So, they are trying to sell these in a morning market every Sundays in
relatively rich area, so that a few rich people can buy it. Also, they said the consumers are mostly Japanese. | think
it is connected to fair-trade, because some people cannot afford the money for the expensive fair-trade products,
so | think it is important to raise the awareness of the poor condition to people so that some people would buy it.

12018/03/16 DAY5|

Grade 5 Yuina Hirata

LHBIC TR -T2 & BT b Fiic/edé il

The memorial of the US army of WWII was impressing. The view
from there was really beautiful and the place was big, so | felt that
people who mourn there may sleep silently. Also, for Japan, Manila
also has memorial of Japanese soldiers of WWII but actually the
image of it is not as good as the US one. This is because the people
who mourn there, soldiers who behaved badly toward Filipinos were
punished and died there. Hence Japanese government refused to
take care of them.




2 LI U 7R, WFFERREIZ & D B3 2

| found out that the gap between rich and poor is the biggest problem | saw during the tour. From inside of
the bus, | saw a lot of street children, homeless people and so on. Those people are suffering from poverty.
However, when | visited the souvenir shops at the airport, a lot of brand shops were there. One side is in
need of money even a little for a day but the other is the shops which sell really expensive compared to the
normal,products. In conclusion, gap between the rich and the poor is the problem that has to be solved.

12018/03/16 DAY5|

Grade 5 Mana Yamanaka
L FHIBITFR~Te 2 b, BrieZ b, Hil/a 3R

Today we went to the American cemetery. In the cemetery, that had
one cross for every person who sacrificed their lives in World War 2.
Because the cemetery was managed by an American, most of the
people buried were Americans, with also 517 Filipino soldiers. During
my time there, | was reminded of many Japanese people were victims
of the war, we were also responsible for taking away many lives abroad.
| thought it was important that we learn both sides of the story at school.
School textbooks tend to have a biased approach to events in which
: ; ; the Japanese are depicted as justice, but in reality, there were many
?&‘T&mm ‘ : lives taken because of our country. However, despite all the wrong the

- # Japanese did in the Philippines, they did not have a bad image of us
and greeted all of us with a warm welcome all the time. Mrs. Lisa told us
, that although the Japanese soldiers did do evil, we understand that it
was done by the orders from authority and was not done by their own will. | was surprised of their heart of
forgiveness and flexible minds, something that other countries lack.

2 R LK U7 R, MBI & 5 B3 2

The ability to see both sides of a story and earn a new perspective is something that our project can relate
to. While our goal is to help the refugees, | think it is crucial that we also listen to the voices of the actual
refugees and hear what they are really in need.
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Philippines from different perspectives ~my learnings from the 5 days~
Grade 5 Namiho Matsui

My stay in the Philippines was an unforgettable experience that has changed my view on the country.

First, before my visit, | used to have an image of Philippines as a poverty-stricken country with poor
education system. However, through studying about and actually seeing the scenery of the Philippines with
my own eyes, | learned that that is not the case. For example, on the first day, | visited the Mall of Asia. The
mall was not so different from the malls in Japan, and | saw many people buying brand clothes. This made
me realize that we cannot arbitrarily decide that the country is poor, because there are many rich people too.
In addition, when | visited Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat, | was very surprised by their high-level
researches. | was also able to have a deep discussion with the students, about what we can do to save
traditional cultures. The opinions and knowledge they presented during the discussion proved high academic
standards. Despite the fact that there are people with high incomes and fulfilled education, we cannot close
our eyes upon those who do not have enough money, and those who cannot receive good education. When
| visited Payatas, | had the chance to talk to a mother of 11, whose income is only about 200-400 Peso per
day for the whole family, depending on what she can find while scavenging. She told us that life is severe, as
3kg of rice, which is the amount they eat as a family per day, costs 120 Pesos. This means that she must
use the rest of 380 Pesos on other things such as side dishes, electricity fees and education fees. She also
told us that only 3 of her children goes to school. The life in Payatas was very different from the life | saw
people at the mall and the kids from Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat were living. The Philippines is not a
“poor” country, but rather a country with a huge gap between the rich and the poor.

Second, before going to the Philippines, | had imagined the children on the streets to look concerned and
gloomy. | imagined them to be more aware of us visitors from a foreign country. The reality was different.
When | first got to the Philippines and was looking outside the window from the bus, | saw many people,
including children, sitting down on the streets and selling goods. What surprised me the most was that they
were doing so with smiles on their faces. The next day, | visited Virlanie, a non-profit organization reaching
out to the children left in complicated situations. The children came surrounding around us hugging and
holding our hands. They were very young children with difficult backgrounds. Nonetheless, they were very
friendly, and they gave me power when | should be the one to support them. | think this comes from the
character of the Philippines as a whole. Throughout the trip, there were many moments where | was touched
by the generosity of the people. The students and teachers of Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat welcomed
us with a big audience and variety of performances, not to mention the delicious snacks. Their hospitality
was nothing like | had ever seen before. Wherever | went, people welcomed us with very warm hearts.



What can we do as high schoolers to eliminate the disparities between the rich and the poor? | believe that
it is important for more people to know about the situations in the Philippines, therefore, | want to spread the
facts | learned to others. The staff members of Salt Payatas told us that our role as people who participated
in their study tour is to tell others about what we saw, so that people would pay more attention to this matter.
As people pay more attention, the situation may become better. | think it is important that we spread not only
the negative issues that exist in the country, but also the positives, such as the fact that people there are so
friendly and optimistic. We must tell people in ways so that people do not just “feel bad” for them but
understand that we all need to support each other.
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The Contradiction of Developed and Developing Country
Grade 5, Ranran Sekimoto

How is a country classified as a “developed” or “developing” country? According to World Economic Situation
and Prospects 2014(pp.143-151) reported by the United Nations, the criteria of this decision is made through
numerating the economic stability and independence of one’s country. Consequently, the country that | visited, the
Philippines, is classified as a developing country, on the other hand, the country that | live in, Japan, is classified as
a developed country. Through participating in the Philippine Study Tour for the second time, | became skeptical
about this common sense. | realized that whether a country is developed or not cannot be measured only by the
scale of its economy. There are parts in the Philippines that can be admired more, or even have a huge potential
in the near future more, than the countries that we now call “developed”.

The Philippines is truly a country full of potential — a beam of light was shining. A ray of light was shone from
the students in Colegio de Santa Monica de Angat. Through listening to the senior's outstanding research
presentations, and interacting through discussion, | realized that they are filled with energy. Almost all of the
students that | had conversation had their own strong thoughts about their future and had a concrete path to
achieve their goals. One of them hopes to be a pilot, a nurse, a doctor, an engineer.... Although they know
themselves that in order to grab their dream, they will need to go through tremendous hardships. However, they
did not seem to be afraid, yet deep in their eyes, | felt like there are fires burning powerfully. According to the
information | heard from last year's study tour, there are only a limited number of children who can receive this
high-quality education, which cultivates “21st century skills”. Moreover, they are the first generation to learn under
the renewed education system. Therefore, there are still concerns that can be made about their future. However, |
still believe that they are children with full of potential, enthusiasm and passion to push the country forward — they
are truly the diamonds in the rough.

More rays of lights were shone from the non-profit, non-governmental community service organizations, such
as Virlanie, JICA and Salt Payatas. When | heard the brief introduction of the Virlanie, which is a NGO to protect
the children of poorest of the poor, children who were abandoned, neglected, exploited, abused or orphaned.. ., |
was amused by their adoption system. The people who are chosen to adopt the children will not be able to choose
their kids within Virlanie. Although they can have a preference, they will not be going to see the children until the
“child receiving day”. This challenges adopter’'s responsibility — they need to accept the children under any
circumstances. | thought this system is very similar to actual childbirth - you cannot decide or control what kind of
babies to come out. | was more amused to the regulations of the qualified adopters. During the “parents choosing
process”, the adopters are not discriminated. Virlanie accepts local and foreign parents, single parent, religious,
and homosexual parents...etc. As long as the parent has stable income and love towards the children, they are
more than welcome to become a parent of the children protected in Virlanie. Comparing this open-hearted
adoption system, to Japanese adoption system, | personally thought that Philippines is more developed.
According to The Nippon Foundation, the regulation of the adequate adopter is very limited in
Japan<http://happy-yurikago.net/2014/08/1335/>. A lot of criticism will be made especially if the adopters like
homosexuals and single parents are accepted. Although there can be disadvantages made by incorporating this
“liberal” system, | felt that in a way, the Philippines has a much-developed thought than the “developed
conservatives”.



Through this study tour, although | was able to see the bright future awaiting, | also saw a number of dark
holes that needs to be filled. These are the parts that seriously needs to be further developed and improved.

The four crucial issues were serious traffic jams, the vicious cycle of waste disposal, the gap between the rich
and the poor, and the left behind elderlies. Especially in a capital city in Manila, | realized the seriousness of the
traffic jam from the previous study tour. Last year, | remember visiting Asia Development Bank and learned that
there are countermeasures to improve the traffic jam not only on land, but also in the ocean and the sky. However,
through my experience on the bus, | realized the situation has not been changed. Or rather, according to JICA, the
situation got worse, causing waste of energy and resources especially with the ship and the plane. Improvements
can only be made through dispersion of the port and decentralize the working place from the capital.

The second issue is the vicious cycle of the waste disposal. Through visiting the ex-dumpsite in the Barangay
Payatas, known as the “second Smokey Mountain”, | learned that there is a significant issue within the waste
disposal. Although the total amount of waste is fewer than Japan, the ginormous mountain made out by garbage
shocked me. This kind of dumpsite causes tremendous consequences towards both human and the environment.
Since the dumpsite kept invading the living area, Payatas was labeled as “garbage/dumpsite”, causing the
residents being discriminated by others and resulting them to have a “culture of poverty and disempowerment”. A
tragedy known as the “Trash Slide” occurred in 10th July 2000 resulted 1000 people to bury alive. Ever since this
incident, the Philippine government decided the closure of the dumpsite in the Payatas. However, another
dumpsite opened in a different place as if we can foreshadow the tragedy occurring again. This vicious cycle
needs to be stopped. | believe the only way to exit from the vicious cycle is by correcting the consumers and the
disposer’s actions, the way that | can correlate to my idea of my research topic — choose well, make it last.

Thirdly, the gap between the rich and the poor. | strongly felt this problem when | went to the Asia Mall during
the first day of the trip. Comparing to the slum views that | watched from the bus, this mall can be assumed where
typical Filipino cannot go (Although this might be a bias). When | was buying an ordinary snack that costed about
250 Peso, the cashier asked me whether this is tasty or not, because she had never bought snacks that were
considered expensive. Although | was questioning myself whether these snacks were expensive, however, |
realized that it is wasting about half of a person’s workload just buying a pack of chips through listening to people’s
average wage during the study tour. For example, the family that | encountered in the Payatas said that the single
working father earns only 500 Peso per day in a construction job. Not only the different monetary sense between
the Philippines and us, | also found the gap within the Filipino. When | got off the airplane, there were tall and posh
buildings with descent dressed Filipinos. However, the more | moved away from the central, | saw tons of
scavengers, homeless people, slums, dumpsites, a view that we typically imagine when we hear the word
“developing country”.

The last big issue was found through visiting NPO Salt Payatas; the realization of the hidden victims — elderlies
that are left behind. Especially during the visit in a villager's house, | encountered a woman aged mid-forties. She
had 7 kids but one of them died due to a serious sickness when the child was an infant. When | asked about her
dream, all she wanted was her children to be well-educated and live a good future. | know that many NGO and
NPO made within the globe is striving to help the children through education, health, and so on. However, |
thought about what about the elderlies? It is very true that children are the ones who has the potential to make a
brighter future, and they are the ones who has full of hope. However, adults and elderlies are the ones who are
making the modern society. Therefore, we also need to be concerned about the elderlies as well.



Although Japan is a developed country, | had another realization through a memorable conversation with the
woman | encountered in the house in the Payatas. It started with a question from the woman. We asked enough
guestions and it was her turn to ask about us. She first asked, “aren’t there any issues/problems in Japan? Aren't
there any poverty in Japan?” We answered yes, even in the capital city Tokyo, there are people without
permanent houses, and there are children who cannot keep up with their studies and have problems in education.
Then the woman asked again, “then why did you all come to the Philippines? Shouldn’t you all first help the poor in
Japan?”. She was so correct, that | couldn’t argue, but accept. However, | thought that the Philippines government
relatively realizes their poverty and their issues, such as broadcasting it on the television, whereas Japanese
government does not open the issue in public. Therefore, even Japanese people, even people in the city tend not
to realize the fact that there is poverty within the places they live. | think it is also because Japan is called as one of
the developed country. We have a huge gap within the poor and the rich.

Throughout this whole experience in the Philippines, | have realized that both developing and developed
countries are imperfect, and a developing country can be “better” than developed country in some aspects. But,
the biggest and the eternal question is, “what can WE do?”, “what can | do?”. This struggle that | had from the first
time | have visited the Philippines in 2016 is still a misery. Although during the reflection session in the Salt
Payatas office, the social workers have told me that | / we are already contributing the poor through participating in
the study tour — through the fee and the realization of the reality. Moreover, they told me that the further “help” can
be done through spreading the knowledge and the experience and raising the awareness. However, | felt that just
spreading what we experienced is not enough. Just “knowing”, “acknowledging the fact’, and “raising the
awareness” does not change the reality directly. This will be the question that | will keep in my mind forever and
always. “What can | do?”, and “What can we do?” One thing that | am sure of, is that in the future, | want to get a

job, that challenges the development of the country.
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